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After researching ideas, I began to put 
together the design in HTML and CSS.  

The build was an iterative process of 
adjustments focussed on achieving the 
balance between functionality, a visually 
professional site and showing personality. 

See the site: 

Overview 

The aim of this project was to build 
myself a portfolio website from scratch 
and to learn about frontend 
development in the process.  

My site would need to work on a practical 
level, functioning across devices and 
providing viewers with quick access to 
the information about me and my work 
they would need. 

It would also need to work on an 
emotional level, engaging viewers and 
encouraging curiosity.

fionacowie.github.io

http://fionacowie.github.io




Project Details 

My Role:  

• Frontend Development 

• UX/UI Design 

• Copy and Images 

• Usability Testing 

• Code and Accessibility Checks 

• Cross Browser Testing 

Tools used: 

Project Duration: 
2 months (Aug - Sep ’20)

A Portfolio Website 

Setting out on this project, I wanted to: 

• Create a responsive website to 
showcase my personal portfolio 

• Build the website from scratch in order 
to gain an understanding of CSS, 
HTML and basic JavaScript



The Problem 

As a career-changer wanting to move 
into UX/UI, I need an online platform to 
showcase my design skills and market 
myself as a professional to potential 
employers and to the design community 
at large.

 

Unconnected: I needed a way to bring all of my 
design work and experience together in one place

http://fionacowie.github.io


Project Goals 

My overarching aim was to create a site 
that would engage viewers. I wanted to 
showcase my design skills in a way that 
conveyed both my personality and 
professionalism.  

Meanwhile, on a personal level, I wanted 
to to build knowledge of frontend code 
to inform my future design work and so 
that I can work effectively with 
development teams. I also love learning 
new skills!

 

http://fionacowie.github.io


Site Goals 

After writing user stories for my target 
audience, I defined the following 
practical goals for my site: 

• Build a responsive site that works 
across devices and browsers 

• Ensure viewers can easily access my 
design work, CV and contact details

HOME  
PAGE 

• Intro 
• My Work 
• Contact

ABOUT 
PAGE 

• My Story 
• CV 
• Contact

PROJECT  
PAGE 

• Case Study 
• Contact

Site map: my website would follow a simple structure featuring two 
top level pages showing my work and details about me respectively. 



Design Process 
Research and Ideation 

Raleway
Aa

01. Preparing the Project 

I began by collecting inspiration and then compiled 
the images and copy I wanted to use, taking a 
content first approach.

02. Finding my style 

I wanted to select a sans serif web font that was 
easy to read on screen yet possessed character 
and attention to detail.

03. Wireframes 

I created simple wireframes to explore layout and 
colour options. My goal was simplicity so my that 
my images and copy could do the talking.



Design Process 
Development 04. Creating a structure with HTML 

Moving onto coding, I began by writing the HTML, 
using a structure of divs for the containers, columns 
and rows my responsive site would need.

05. Styling with CSS 

I then started to style my content and layout, taking 
a mobile-first approach. I defined styling changes 
for medium and large screens so that my site 
layout would respond to suit different devices.

06. Adding interaction with JavaScript 

Using the jQuery library and JavaScript, I created a 
hamburger menu for small screen sizes, drawing on 
universal UI patterns.



Design Process 
Testing and Refining

07. Usability Testing 

I ran moderated tests to check functionality and to 
ensure my site would meet my audience’s goals of 
easily accessing my work, CV and contact details. I 
also got valuable feedback on overall impressions.

08. Code Quality and Accessibility 

I ran checks on my HTML code using W3C Markup 
Validation and installed linters to check my CSS 
and JS, addressing errors where necessary. I also 
checked my site met AA accessibility standards.

09. Cross Browser Testing 

I wanted to ensure my site would render and 
function properly across the browsers and devices 
my audience may use. I discovered some images 
were slow to load and was able to rectify this.

I received some ‘help’ 
setting up the tests!



Achieving a Responsive Site 

While designing my site, a key challenge 
was ensuring my site would work well 
across devices. After all, my audience 
might quickly view my site on mobile 
while on the move before sitting down to 
look at it in more detail on the desktop. 

As I coded, I constantly checked how my 
site appeared in the browser. I used 
Chrome’s Inspect tool to view my site at 
all common screen sizes, making tweaks 
and adjustments where necessary.

BEFORE

AFTER

Mobile First: I discovered I needed to make different versions of certain 
images so that they would be viewable on mobile viewports



Adding Personality 

A second challenge I faced was finding a 
way to engage my viewers and show 
my personality while at the same time 
keeping my site functional and 
professional. 

I decided to achieve this by adding 
personal illustrations and attentions to 
detail. This approach received a positive 
response in user testing with viewers 
curious to see more.

BEFORE

AFTER

Added details: I created an avatar and a favicon to add colour and 
visual interest along with insight into my personality.



Arriving at the Design 

After completing usability tests, plus 
browser and device checks, I addressed 
the issues I had found and further refined 
the visual design of my site. 

The finished site aims to meet the 
practical goals of functioning across 
devices and easy navigation. It also 
aims to meet the emotional goals of 
conveying both professionalism and my 
personality.



The Live Website 
fionacowie.github.io

Take a look around!
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HOME PAGE PROJECT PAGE ABOUT PAGE

CONTACT

An example user flow, 
moving from home page 
to project details, to 
about page to contact 
information

Navigation 
A Simple Structure 



Illustrations and Styling 
A personal design

Images are designed to 
convey insight into my 
personality and interests. 

My font choice and 
colour palette reflect my 
love for design that 
brings together simplicity, 
attention to detail and 
character.

PERSONAL AVATAR

MY HOME CITY: STILL FROM CSS ANIMATION

FAVICONRaleway

Aa
TYPOGRAPHY

COLOUR PALETTE

Hidden detail: 
a colour for  
links in hover/
focus state



iPad View: Rotating the Screen!

Flexible Grid 
An adaptable design 

My site is designed using 
a flexible 12 column grid, 
styled using media 
queries in CSS



Views of the Home Page 
A responsive design 

The flexible grid in action!



 

Some recent updates to refine the 
visual styling and add engagement

Next Steps 

This project took me through a complete 
design process; I found it incredibly 
rewarding to to build a site from scratch 
and see it come to life! 

I hope my portfolio site will be a project 
that continues to grow. I would like to 
use it as a platform to learn and to 
evolve skills that I can integrate into the 
site itself, from coding to illustration to 
story-telling.

http://fionacowie.github.io


Thank You for Viewing!
fionacowie.github.io

http://fionacowie.github.io

